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Proposed law retains present law penalty of a fine not more than $500 or imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or both,
for property valued at $1,000 or less.  The proposed legislation states that when the value of the encumbered property 
exceeds $1,000, the offender shall be fined not more than $1,000, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than 
one year, or both.

The increased penalties in the proposed legislation for when the value of the property exceeds $1,000 could result in an 
increase in state general fund expenditures.  The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is indeterminable 
because the number of offenders is unknown.  If the property exceeds $1,000 expenditures could increase by $24.39 per day
per offender sentenced to the custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections in excess of the current maximum
6-month penalty (assuming the state inmates would be housed at the local level).

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state governmental revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any 
increase in revenue generated through the imposition of fines created by this legislation would accrue to local governmental
entities.
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